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[B] 


The answer may derive from the following: Whoever is not liable for a 
matter cannot fulfill the obligation to carry out that matter as the agent 
of the community. [Since the date of liability is different, the one 
cannot serve as the agent for the other to carry out his obligation for 
him.] 


As to a city-dweller, what is the law on his serving to [read the scroll 
of Esther and so] fulfill the obligation of a townsman? 


Let the answer derive from the following: Whoever is not liable for a 
matter cannot fulfill the obligation to carry out that matter as the agent 
of the community. 


[E] Or perhaps the answer rests upon a different fact, for R. Helbo 
said, R. Huna in the name of R. Hiyya the Elder: “All may carry 
out their obligation on the fourteenth of Adar [even a city-dweller], 
for that is the proper time for reading the Megillah. [Accordingly, 
both sorts can carry out the obligation for the other.” 


R. Yudan raised the question, “A townsman who decided to move his 
household on the night of the fifteenth of Adar [and to move to the 
city: Do we regard him as already moved since he has decided to do 
so?” 


Is this not clear in the Mishnah: A townsman who [actually] went to 
a city [but not merely decided to go, is subject to the law before us]? 


The Mishnah speaks of a case in which he already was in the city. The 
point of the question is, is the law applicable when he is still in the 
town? 


Those who embark on a caravan or Set sail read the Scroll of 
Esther] on the fourteenth of Adar [T. Meg. 1:2A]. 


Said R. Mana, “That applies when the traveler is going to return to his 
home.” [That is, even city-dwellers not at home read on the 
fourteenth. ] 


[C] Said R. Phineas, “‘Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in 
the open towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a 
day for gladness’ (Est. 9:19). They were in the open towns at that 
time.” 


2:4 


[A] From what point does a person read the Scroll and thereby carry out 


his obligation? 


